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CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  LICHFIELD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
1971 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
City  and  County  of  Lichfield 


It  is  again  my  pleasant  task  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  community,  and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

This  is  all  the  more  so  by  reason  of  the  fact  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
picture  shown  is  a  reasonably  satisfactory  one,  with  local  vital  statistics, 
in  particular,  comparing  quite  well  with  the  national  ones,  and  without  any 
unduly  large  incidence  of  the  more  serious  notifiable  diseases. 

I  have  given  rather  more  information  than  previously,  in  the  table 
dealing  with  causes  of  death,  and  hope  that  readers  will  find  this  additional 
information  of  some  interest. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members  and  other  officers 
for  their  continued  help  and  co-operation,  with  a  special  word  of  thanks  to 
those  officers  and  others  who  have  contributed  to  this  report. 


Guildhall , 
September,  1972. 


C.E.  Jamison, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Particulars  of  the  area  of  the  district,  estimated  mid-year  population, 
numbers  of  inhabited  houses,  total  rateable  value  of  all  rateable  properties, 
and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate,  are  set  out  below :- 


Area  (in  acres)  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General) 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Total  rateable  value  of  property 
Product  of  one  penny  rate 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


3,597 

22,920 

7,133 

£955,W 

£9,136 


It  may  be  noted  that  the  estimated  population  is  slightly  smaller  than 
the  Registrar-General* s  estimate  for  the  previous  year,  which  appears  rather 
surprising  in  view  of  the  continued  influx  of  population  into  Lichfield.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  see  the  census  figures  for  1971,  when  they  are  published. 

Probably  less  surprising  was  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses,  due  to  the  quite  considerable  figure  for  demolitions  exceeding,  for 
once,  the  numbers  of  completed  houses.  Total  rateable  value  of  properties, 
and  product  of  a  one  penny  rate  did,  however,  show  the  same  steady  increase 
characteristic  of  other  recent  years. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  figures  show  the  principal  statistics  relating  to  births 
and  deaths,  as  derived  from  information  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General :- 


Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

218 

191 

409 

Illegitimate 

12 

12 

24 

Totals 

2^0 

203 

hZL 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1, 

000  Live  or 

■  Still  Births 

=  18.9 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

i ,  . 

— 

Totals 

_ 2_ 

5 

Still  Births 

Rate  per 

1,000  Live 

and  Still  Births 

=  11 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  Week  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

- 

3 

Illegitimate 

~ 

~ 

— 

Totals 

- 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  =  7 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  =  l8 


Deaths  of  Infants 


Under  Four  Weeks: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

- 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 1 

— z. 

Totals 

4 

- 

4 

Neonatal  Mortality  Sate  per  1 

•H 

t-i 

o 

8 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  One  Year: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

_ 

. 

Totals 

3 

1 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per  1,000  Live 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

99 

101 

200 

Death  Rate  (All  Ages)  per  1,000  Population 


=  14 


=  8.7 


It  will  be  seen  that,  as  in  1970,  no  still  birth  occurred  in  an  illegitimate 
foetus,  and  no  death  in  an  illegitimate  infant,  which  makes  impossible  any 
question  of  comparison  of  incidence  of  these  events  in  the  two  groups. 

It  may  be  noted  that  6%  of  all  live  births  were  illegitimate,  as  compared 
with  a  figure  of  8%  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The  lower  figuie  for 
Lichfield  is,  of  course,  typical  of  more  rural  areas,  not  affected  by  the 
tendency  of  a  significant  number  of  mothers  of  illegitimate  babies  to  have  them 
in  cities  and  towns,  where  they  are  not  known. 


The  following  table  shows  how  the  vital  statistics,  as  a  whde, compare  with 
those  of  immediately  preceding  years:- 


YEAR  ! 

Estimated 

Population 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Death 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

1957 

11,190 

20.1 

26 

26 

26 

11.6 

1958 

11,510 

21.4 

39 

12 

24 

12.4 

1959 

12,l80 

17.6 

13 

9 

18 

12.7 

i960 

12,840 

22.0 

20 

10 

24 

14.2 

1961 

14,240 

21.8 

40 

12 

12 

12.6 

1962 

15,350 

20.0 

19 

12 

19 

9-5 

196 5 

16,490 

24.4 

17 

10 

12 

10.4 

1964 

18,130 

24.4 

15 

11 

27 

9.9 

1965 

20,030 

26.6 

9 

3 

9 

10.2 

1966 

21,130 

24.6 

22 

9 

21 

10.1 

1967 

22,100 

23.9 

15 

7 

11 

7.8 

1968 

22,680 

24.1 

9 

11 

14 

9-6 

1969 

22,930 

20.0 

25 

13 

13 

9.6 

1970 

23,190 

20.7 

20 

2 

6 

9.2 

1971 

22,920 

i8.q 

.  -11 

2 

14 

8.7 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  birth  rate  was  somewhat  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  also  lower  than  in  the  previous  year, 
or  in  any  other  recent  year.  Neonatal  and  infant  death  rates  were  both  higher 
than  the  exceptionally  favourable  figures  for  the  previous  year,  but  well  below 
the  average  of  other  recent  years.  The  death  rate  for  the  whole  population 
was  lower  than  in  any  other  recent  year,  except  196?,  when  the  figure  was  quite 
unusually  satisfactory. 

After  adjusting  the  local  figures  for  births  and  deaths,  in  accordance 
with  the  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar-General,  to  take  account  of 
variations  in  age  and  sex  of  the  population  in  Lichfield,  as  compared  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  following  table  shows  the  comparison 
between  the  local  and  national  figures 


Area 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Early 
Neonatal 
Death  Rate 

Perinatal 

Death 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

Lichfield 

City 

17.0 

11 

7 

18 

9 

14 

8.8 

England  and 
Wales 

16.0 

12 

10 

22 

12 

18 

11.6 

As  will  be  seen,  the  birth  rate,  even  after  adjustment  for  the  matters 
mentioned,  was  higher  than  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

All  figures  relating  to  still  births  and  deaths  were  lower  than  the 
national  ones.  In  view  of  the  small  population,  which  makes  marked  annual 
variations  in  the  rates  inevitable,  one  should  not  attach  too  much  significance 
to  the  figures  for  any  one  year.  Taking  recent  years,  however,  as  a  whole, 
one  can  reasonably  say  that  the  local  figures  compare  well,  and  that  the  death 
rate  of  the  population,  as  a  whole,  can  be  regarded  as  exceptionally  favourable. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  persons  ordinarily  resident 
in  Lichfield,  who  died  during  the  year,  regardless  of  where  death  actually 
occurred:- 
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Cause  of  Death 

*•  ■  m~Y' 

s  ■ 

E 

V 

A 

All 

Ages 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

4 

Weel« 

to  1 
Year 

Age  in  Years 

1 

” 

5 

15 

15 

23  , 

23 

33 

35 
*5  . 

45 

53 

55  ' 

*5. 

65 

73  , 

Mft“H  ;mAnt  Neoplasm  of  I 

Oesophagus 

M 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

M 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

S+-  r»m»oVi 

F 

4 

«■» 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ as - 

SSL - 

H 

i- 

M 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Intestine 

F 

2 

mm 

mm 

_ 

- 

.. 

- 

sa — 

1 - 

—1 

Lung ,  )  „ 

M 

6 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

2 

a 

2 

A 

Bronchus  ) 

F 

3 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

** 

J 

1 

 1-  r 

F 

2 

_ 

1 

Tit  erus 

F 

2 

1 

Prostate 

M 

1 

M 

- 

Leukemia 

F 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Other 

M 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Mali  arnant  Neoplasms 

F 

6 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

.  3 

M 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

tv  p not as  Mel  1  i  tue 

f 

1 

HI 

mm 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

-  . 

Other  Endocrine  etc., 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

D-i  senses 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

r  — 

— 

1 

M 

1 

Anaemias 

F 

1 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

M 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mentel  Disorders 

F 

1 

_ 

«r» 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

M 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mi,T  -H  r\T  o  Sri  ernpn  s 

F 

1 

•• 

mm 

_ 

— 

~ 

_ 

4- 

_ 

« 

_ i  - hS.  WlVr*  vyU - 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Nervous  Svstem 

F 

** 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

_  —  -  - 

Chronic  Rheumatic 

M 

1 

Heart  Di  sease 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1. 

M 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Brrp/or*tensi ve  Disease 

F 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ischaemic 

M 

25 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

“ 

- 

3 

2 

3 

7 

H corf  TVS  RAARP 

F 

26 

•M. 

.. 

_ 

_ 

•» 

—2-.. 

.  2 

. 6 

iig-yU  v„-4rA  DPaPC - - - 

Other  Forms  of 

M 

3 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TInor«+  TV?  SAQCA 

F 

2 

mm 

•r* 

mm 

Mi 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ a?APgaPM~ - 

Cerebrovascular 

M 

13 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

2 

6 

TV?  cAn  cp 

F 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  . 

*■ 

_ _ fi  c  a  c — - — - 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

7 

- 

'  „ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

A 

- 

1 

4 

A 

fH  mil  ntorv  Svstem 

F 

12 

— 

Mi 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

1 

** 

1 

y^ULxJamoi  VVil  -J - at-J  w  vVW - 

M 

8 

mm> 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Pneumonia 

F 

8 

mm 

— 

— 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bronchitis  and 

M 

5 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

— 

2 

3 

Emphysema 

F 

2 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  . 

(continued) 
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Cause  of  Death 

S 

E 

X 

All 

Ages 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

4 

Weeks 
to  1 
Year 

Age 

in  Years 

2 

5 

\'5 

10 

15 

25 

25 

35_ 

15 

45 

45 

55 

55 

65 

6 5 
75 

75 

+ 

1 

Other  Diseases  of 
Respiratory  System 

M 

F 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

wm 

- 

: 

Peptic  Ulcer 

M 

F 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

i 

Intestinal  Obstructioi 

lM 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

and  Hernia 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

_ ± 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Digestive  System 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  .. 

Diseases  of  Musculo- 

M 

— 

-* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Skeletal  System 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1- 

- 

— 

— 

.  .  —  ... 

...  mm. 

Birth  Injury,  Diffic- 

nl  +*  T.O  ViAlir  £*  "t"  p 

M 

F 

5 

5 

: 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

1 

1 

Ppyi natal  Mortality 

F 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Symptoms  and  Ill- 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J, 

defined  conditions 

F 

5 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

M- 

Motor  Vehicle 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

- 

Accidents 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

i 

— 

All  other 

M 

5 

- 

1 

- 

•- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Acciden  ts 

F 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide  and  Self- 

M 

2 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

inflicted  Iniuries 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

—  . 

— 

M 

99 

4 

1 

— 

1 

- 

4 

7 

8 

14 

51 

29 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

F 

101 

- 

1 

1 

- 

I  

1 

5 

3 

6 

25 

61 

Apart  from  the  infant  deaths  referred  to  in  an  earlier  paragraph,  it  will 

be  seen  that  one  death  occurred  in  a  child  of  between  one  and  five  years;  one 
death  in  a  child  of  between  5  and  15  years;  five  in  young  people  of  between 
25  and  55  years;  ten  in  people  between  55  and  45  years;  eleven  in  people  of 
between  45  and  55  years;  twenty  in  people  between  55  and  65  years;  fifty-six 
in  people  between  65  and  75.  and  ninety  in  people  over  75  years  of  age. 

It  will  be  noted  that  146  out  of  200  deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  65 
years,  and  that  male  deaths  exceeded  female  deaths  in  all  age  groups  up  to 
75  years,  a  picture  similar  to  that  shown  in  recent  years. 

It  is  clear,  from  more  detailed  information  available  from  other  sources, 
that  premature  birth  was  the  main  factor  in  the  deaths  of  infants  succumbing 
at  under  four  weeks,  while  lung  complications,  following  the  breathing  in  of 
vomited  stomach  contents,  was  the  main  factor  in  deaths  of  infants  occurring 
between  four  weeks  and  one  year. 
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Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  was  again  the  one  which  caused  by  far 
the  largest  mortality,  with  men  again  outnumbering  women.  It  will  be  noted 
that  five  of  the  nine  deaths  occurred  at  ages  under  65  years.  Reference  has 
been  made,  in  previous  reports,  to  the  part  which  smoking  of  cigarettes  plays 
in  the  causation  of  this  disease,  and  to  the  impracticaoility  of  securing  an^ 
worthwhile  reduction  in  tie  smoking  habit,  particularly  in  the  very  important 
younger  age  groups,  while  over  fifty  million  pounds  per  annum  is  being  spent 
by  the  tobacco  industry  on  promoting  sales. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  only  one  of  the  three  deaths  from  diabetes 
mellitus  occurred  at  under  65  years. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  taken  as  a  whole,  accounted 
for  104  out  of  the  200  deaths,  an  even  higher  proportion  than  in  the  previous 
year.  It  is  again  noted  that  ischaemic  heart  disease  was  responsible  for  almost 
half  of  the  deaths  in  this  group,  with  a  fair  number  occurring  in  middle-aged, 

•  s  distinct  from  elderly,  persons.  It  is  a  sad  thought  that  this  disease  is 
■ iso  linked,  in  a  very  significant  degree,  with  the  smoking  habit,  although  there 
are  other  factors  also  involved,  such  as  marked  obesity. 

Deaths  from  bronchitis  were  similar  in  number  to  those  in  other  recent 
years,  with  the  usual  disparity  in  incidence  between  males  and  females, 
characteristic  of  diseases  in  which  the  smoking  habit  plays  a  significant 
part.  Fortunately,  the  incidence  was  mainly  in  older  age  groups. 

It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  accidental  deaths  were  less  numerous 
than  in  other  recent  years.  The  three  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  compar 
with  figures  of  six  in  1970,  five  in  1969 1  seven  in  1968  and  eight  in  196?. 

It  is  notable  that  no  death  from  this  cause  occurred  in  a  person  under  35 
years,  a  contrast  with  some  other  recent  years.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
improvement  will  continue. 

Deaths  from  other  types  of  accident  were  similar  in  number  to  those 
in  other  receit  years.  Those  occurring  in  infancy  have  been  referred  to  in 
an  earlier  paragraph.  Both  the  remaining  accidents  involved  young  men,  of 
whom  one  died  as  a  result  of  an  accident  occurring  at  his  place  of  work. 

It  is  again  a  satisfactory  feature  of  the  statistics  that  no  death, 
during  the  year,  resulted  from  either  pregnancy,  abortion  or  child-birth. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
recorded  during  1971,  together  with  figures  of  notifications  of  these 
diseases  during  the  preceding  years 


DISEASE 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 
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2 
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Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  was  larger  than  in  other  recent  years. 

Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  were  undoubtedly 
the  later  part  of  a  small  outbreak  beginning  in  the  previous  year,  it  does 
not  appear  probable  that  vaccination  against  the  disease  was  a  significant  factor 
in  the  incidence,  at  this  Relatively  early  stage  of  the  vaccination  scheme  for 
this  disease. 

Although  larger  than  in  1970,  the  figures  for  whooping  cough  were  still 
quite  low  and  indicate,  again,  the  effective  control  over  this  disease  effected 
by  the  vaccination  campaign  conducted,  in  this  case,  over  many  years. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  negligible,  and  again  shows  that  it  can 
be  well  controlled  without  recourse  to  vaccination. 

Two  of  the  three  cases  of  dysentery  were  isolated  in  a  local  hospital,  but 
prompt  isolation  of  the  affected  patients  prevented  any  spread  of  infection.  The 
remaining  case  was  a  sporadic  one,  occurring  in  a  professional  food  handler.  The 
usual  preventive  measures  were  taken  and,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  no  spread 
of  infection  occurred. 

The  one  case  of  food  poisoning  notified  occurred  in  a  young  child.  A  control 
who  was  a  professional  food  handler,  became  a  temporary  ,barrieiu  of  infection,  re¬ 
quiring  exclusion  from  work  for  a  short  period  of  time.  Fortunately,  the  condition 
cleared  up  fairly  quickly.  Here  again,  no  spread  of  infection  occurred. 


-9- 


Apart  from  notified  cases  occurring  in  the  district,  one  case  came  to 
notice"  of  food-poisoning  acquired  on  holiday  in  another  part  cu  the  country. 
This  patient,  also  a  professional  ^handler, 


CiloU  cx.  Ui.  V/  M  -  '  #  _  r* 

"carrier"  of  a  quite  serious  type  of  infection,  requiring  strict  exclusion  from 
work.  This  was  maintained  until  it  was  confirmed  that  no  further  danger  existeo. 


No  secondary  cases  occurred. 


Only  two  cases  of  infective  jaundice  were  reported  during  the  year-,  as 
compared  with  eight  in  the  previous  year.  One  occurred  in  an  adult,  and  le 
other  in  a  child  of  9  years.  The  usual  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  what  can  be  a  rather  unleasantly  severe  disease,  particularly  in  adults, 


The  case  of  meningitis  was  of  the  bacterial,  as  distinct  from  viral,  type 
and  occurred  in  a  baby.  Although  there  were  other  young  children  in  the  family 
involved,  no  other  case  occurred. 


Three  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  all  of  the 
pulmonary  variety,  occurring  in  a  woman  of  66  years,  a  man  of  5+  years,  an  a 
child  of  7  years.  As  the  man  had  many  close  contacts  at  his  place  of  work,  they 
were  examined  by  mass  miniature  radiography,  fortunately  with  negative  results. 

The  usual  contact  examinations  were  undertaken  in  the  other  cases,  one  o  wmc  i 
was  a  contact  of  a  patient  in  another  area,  the  diagnosis  resulting  from  examine  if 
undertaken  by  reason  of  this  known  contact.  Appropriate  advice  was  arranged 
in  all  cases,  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  outlined  in  earlier  reports. 


No  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  figures  relating  to  tuberculosis  compare 


with  those  for  earlier  years: 
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It  will  be  seen  that,  although  the  figures  were  not  quite  the  best  shown  in 
recent  years,  they  are  immensely  better,  both  as  regards  new  cases  and  absence  of 
deaths,  than  those  of  earlier  years. 

I  think  it  is  also  fair  to  say  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  figures  of 
recent  years  show  the  large  degree  of  control  which  has  been  achieved,  by  modern 
methods  of  investigation,  treatment  and  surveillance,  over  this  formerly  dreaded 
disease. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 


Arrangements  for  hospitalisation  of  maternity  patients  and  patients 
suffering  from  those  infectious  diseases  still  requiring  treatment  in  hospital, 
remained  as  in  recent  years. 

The  improvement  in  the  admission  of  elderly  chronic  sick  patients  to 
hospital,  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  continued,  with  relatively  short  delay 
in  the  case  of  those  with  a  strong  medical  or  social  indication  for  admission 
to  hospital. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

I  am  glad  to  record  that,  as  in  other  recent  years,  it  was  not  found 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  statutory  action  to  secure  admission  to  hospital 
of  any  elderly  person,  by  reason  of  inability  to  look  after  himself  or  herself. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Facilities  at  the  County  Chemical  and  Public  Health  Laboratories  in 
Stafford,  continued  unchanged,  and  fully  satisfactory,  with  facilities  and 
information  available  at  weekends,  in  appropriate  circumstances. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

I  am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Lamont,  Engineer-in-Chief  to  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  for  the  following  information  relating  to 
water  supplied  in  Lichfield,  during  the  year:- 

M(a)  The  supply  to  the  City  of  Lichfield  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity.. 

(b)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations,  but  this  is 
largely  precautionary.  In  cases  of  possible  contamination,  following 
burst  or  damaged  pipes,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency  chlorination 
of  the  affected  fittings  or  structure  is  carried  out,  and  special  apparatus 
and  staff  are  available  for  the  purpose.  New  mains  are  not  brought  into 
use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  found  satisfactory. 

(c)  There  are  no  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes,  in  the  area.  At  the 
31st.  December,  1971,  7,048  houses  were  supplied  with  water  direct  from 
the  Company’s  distribution  system,  with  an  estimated  population  of  3-07 
persons  per  house. 

(d)  Regular  monthly  samples  are  examined  from  176,  Beacon  Street,  Pool  House, 
Dam  Street,  and  the  reducing  valve  in  St.  John  Street.  The  naturally 
occurring  fluoride  content  at  all  three  locations  was  0.11  P-P-»- 
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(e)  The  supply  to  the  area  is  derived  from  Sandfields  and  Seedy  Mill  Treatment 
Works,  and  Trent  Valley  Pumping  Station.  Regular  and  frequent  samples  are 
examined  from  these  works,  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically.  During 
1971 i  776  samples  of  treated  water  going  into  supply  were  all  free  from 
coliform  bacteria. 


144  samples  of  raw  water  from  Trent  Valley  Pumping  Station  were  all  free 
from  coliform  bacteria.  53  samples  of  water  prior  to  treatment  ao 
Sandfields  gave  an  average  coliform  bactieria  content  of  12  per  100  ml. 
and  52  at  Seedy  Mill  gave  15  per  100  ml. 

Analyses  of  the  monthly  samples  from  176,  Beacon  Street,  Pool  House, 

Dam  Street  and  the  reducing  valve  in  St.  John  Street  showed  15  out  o..  1o 
samples  from  Beacon  Street,  17  samples  from  Dam  Street  and  13  samples  from 
St.  John  Street  to  be  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

In  each  case  where  supply  water  showed  any  evidence  of  bacteriological 
characteristics  slightly  differing  from  normal,  repeat  samples  were  always 
promptly  obtained.  Where  traces  of  contamination  have  been  detected,  ^  ^ 
further  sampling  following  corrective  action  where  necessary,  has  resulted 
in  rapid  restoration  of  entirely  satisfactory  results. 


(f) 


The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency ,  all  46  samples  being  free 
from  any  significant  quantity  of  lead. 


of 


It  will  be  noted  that  fluoride  content  was  well  below  the  figure 
1.0  p.p.m.  required  for  the  formation  of  really  healtny  teeth  in  children, 
which  will  last  into  adult  life,  so  making  the  present  mass  provision  of 
dentures  less  necessary.  As  indicated  in  previous  reports,  there  still  appear  1 
in  the  light  of  limited  opposition  in  the  Company's  distribution  area,  no  hope 
of  any  remedial  action  being  taken  until  a  national  decision  is  taken  by  the 
Government,  to  require  fluoride  to  be  ordered  where  necessary. 


FOOD 


Information  relating  to  inspection  of  food  premises,  and  investigation  of 
complaints  relating  to  food  purchased  in  Lichfield,  will  be  found  m  1 
Public  Health  Inspector's  section  of  the  report. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  provided  me  with  the  following  information 
relating  to  samples  of  milk  collectedly  the  County  Council,  m  Richfield, 
its  capacity  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  methylene  blue  test  for  cleanliness  revealed 
unsatisfactory  samples  on  a  small  number  of  occasions.  This  is,  of  course,  a 
responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  phosphatase  test,  for  efficient  pasteurisation, 
and  the  turbidity  test,  for  efficient  sterilisation,  were  satisfactory  on  all 
occasions,  demonstrating  the  efficiency  of  those  processes  which,  in  their  different 
ways,  make  heat-treated  milk  very  safe  indeed  to  drink.  Although  no  longer  of 
great  significance  in  relation  to  tuberculosis,  which  has  been  virtually  eradicated 
from  the  nation's  dairy  herds,  this  heat-treatment  is  still  of  great  importance 
in  relation  to  brucella  abortus  infection  which,  in  spite  of  recent  vigorous  efforts 
directed  towards  eradication,  is  still  relatively  common  and  can,  if  not  killed  by 
heat-treatment  of  milk,  cause  serious  illness  and  invalidity  in  human  beings,  a 
point  which  could  profitably  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  holidaying  in  remote  parts 
of  this,  or  other,, countries,  who  may  be  tempted  to  drink  raw  milk,  more  or  xess 
straight  from  the  cow,  without  taking  the  precaution  of  boiling  before  drinking. 

HOUSING 


I  am  informed,  by  the  Housing  Manager,  that  the  figures  relating  to 
applicants  for  housing  accommodation  and  re-housings,  whether  in  flats  or 
houses,  effected  during  1971,  were  as  follows :- 

Waiting  List,  excluding  "Overspill"  (but  including 


58  engaged  couples)  as  at  January  1st,  1971 . 502 

Re-housed  from  Unfit  Houses,  during  1971  .  10 

Re-housed  on  general  needs  in  1971  . ^57 

Re-housed  under  "Overspill"  arrangements  in  1971  .  3^ 


Waiting  List  excluding  "Overspill"  (but  including 

69  engaged  couples)  at  31st.  December,  1971  . 2b0 

The  figure  for  rehousing  from  unfit  houses  compares  with  corresponding 
figures  of  17  in  1970,  31  in  1969  and  33  in  1968.  As  indicated  in  my  report 
for  1970,  the  relatively  small  figures  now  appearing  are  due  to  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  occupants,  of  unfit  houses  that  had  been  the  subject  of  statutory  actior 
had  already  been  re-housed  prior  to  1970. 

Further  statutory  action,  during  the  year,  was  limited  to  the  acceptance 
of  undertakings  not  to  re-occupy,  until  made  fit,  two  houses  at  Stychbrook,  two 
cottages  in  Birmingham  Road,  three  houses  in  Beacon  Street,  and  the  making  01 
clearance  orders  in  respect  of  four  houses  in  Rotten  Row  and  twelve  in  wade 

Street. 

Little  progress  was  possible  during  the  year,  in  relation  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  remaining  unfit  houses  in  Beacon  Street,  but  continued  efforts  were 
still  being  made,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  persuade  owners  to  carry  out,  with 
the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants,  the  extensive  repairs  and  improvements  required 
to  save  the  houses  in  question  from  needing  to  be  cleared. 
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A  further  survey  is  now  being  carried  out,  at  the  request  of  the 
Department  of  the  Environment,  to  determine  what  further  action  will  be  necessary, 
over  the  coining  years,  to  complete  the  clearance  of  those  houses  that  cannot  be 
made  fit,  even  with  grant  aid  for  improvements,  and  to  stimulate  the  improvement 
of  those  houses,  now  lacking  in  modern  amenities,  which  can  be  brought  up  to 
modern  standards.  In  these  circumstances,  no  estimate  is  attempted,  at  this 
stage,  of  the  future  programme  required  in  relation  to  these  two  vital  matters. 

OTHER  MATTERS 

I  am  indebted  to  the  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  the  information  set 
out  below :- 

"Public  Conveniences 

Maintenance  and  re-decoration  of  the  public  conveniences  has  been  carried 
out.  Repairs  of  vandalism  have  been  at  about  the  same  level  as  in  previous 
years,  although  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  conveniences  at  the  Friary,  during 
a  period  when  itinerants  were  illegally  using  the  car  park,  and  to  completely 
re-decorate  them  thereafter. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  refuse  collection  service  has  operated  satisfactorily  throughout  the 
year,  and  a  charging  system  for  trade  refuse  introduced.  A  pilot  scheme  using 
polythene  bin  liners,  has  been  carried  out  with  very  encouraging  results.  These 
are  being  analysed,  so  that  their  possible  use  on  a  larger  scale  may  be  considered. 

A  decision  will  have  to  be  made  upon  the  extension  of  the  municipal  bin 
scheme,  in  the  near  future. 

One  of  the  refuse  collection  vehicles  is  being  replaced  with  a  Shelvoke 
and  Drewry  Fore-and-Aft  Tipper,  primarily  intended  for  trade  waste  and  large 
bin  collection. 

The  refuse  incinerator  at  Burntwood  has  operated  entirely  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year,  and  has  shown  itself  to  be  capable  of  handling  well  in  excess 
of  the  rated  throughput  to  the  standards  required. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  extended  main  drainage  (sewage  disposal)  plant  at  Curborough,  has 
operated  satisfactorily  except  for  the  proposed  chemical  conditioning  and  sludge  ^ 
pressing  plant,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  provided  in  the  current  year. 

The  average  daily  flow  to  the  works,  was  recorded  as  1,282,000  gallons, 
this  being  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  due  mainly  to  re-calibration  of  the 
meters  and  also  due  to  the  non-recording  of  flows  during  the  power  cuts  in 
February. 

The  total  rainfall  at  the  Works  totalled  26.184  inches,  during  the  year, 
an  increase  on  the  19-43  inches  in  1970/1971- 


»• 
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All  dried  sludge  has  been  distributed  to  farmers,  but  wet  sludge  continues 
to  create  problems,  and  the  tanker  trailer  provides  the  only  relief.  Contractors 
were  called  in  to  remove  the  hard  crust  on  the  cold  digestion  tanks,  which  had 
accumulated  over  the  last  two  years,  to  enable  the  tanks  to  be  used  as  effectively 
as  possible  in  the  circumstances. 

A  number  of  stream  pollutions  by  discharges  from  storm  sewers,  were  traced 
to  factories  in  the  Trent  Valley  and  Birmingham  Road/Sandfields  areas.  The 
companies  converned  have  been  notified,  and  action  is  being  taken  to  prevent 
recurrence  of  such  pollution. 

The  programme  of  improvement  of  the  foul  sewerage  system  has  continued, 
and  further  television  inspections  of  old  sewers  are  programmed  to  be  carried 
out  this  year.  The  reconstruction  of  the  section  of  the  foul  and  storm  water 
sewers  in  Bore  Street,  have  been  completed  by  contract,  and  are  working  satis¬ 
factorily.  The  contract  work  included  work  to  the  existing  storm  culvert  and 
manholes  in  Bird  Street  and  Bore  Street,  and  large  amounts  of  silt  and  debris 
were  cleared  from  the  storm  channel. 

Repairs  were  also  carried  out  to  the  sewer  and  manholes  in  the  Lombard  Street 
and  old  Stowe  Street  areas,  as  far  as  Partridge  Croft,  and  St.  Michaels  Road, 
and  silt  and  debris  removed  from  the  culvert. 

The  second  stage  of  the  Chesterfield  Road  storm  sewer  has  been  completed 
from  Birmingham  Road  Island  to  the  first  bend  in  Chesterfield  Road  (by  the  shop). 
The  City  end  of  the  Christchurch  Lane  storm  sewer  has  been  completed  up  to  the 
church  corner. 

Gaiafields  Road  sewer  has  been  completed  up  to  the  boundaries  of  'Overstowe', 
and  it  is  proposed  to  carry  this  through  to  Beecroft  Avenue,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  current  year. 

Minor  works  to  alleviate  surcharging,  and  improve  the  flow,  have  been 
carried  out,  as  necessary,  on  various  storm  and  foul  sewers  in  the  City. 

The  appointment  of  a  part-time  Safety  Officer  has  resulted  in  improvement 
in  all  sections.  A  better  understanding  has  been  nurtured  with  the  co-operation 
of  management  and  staff,  and  standards  are  progressively  improving  and  a  better 
attitude  to  safety  developed. 

Brief  details  are  as  follows :- 

a)  All  personnel  who  have  dealing  with  live  sewers,  have  been  issued 
with  standard  City  Council  health  cards. 

b)  First-aid  (small)  packs  have  been  issued  to  men  working  in  small  gangs. 

c)  Certain  employees  have  purchased  toetector  safety  boots  and  shoes, 
for  their  personal  use. 
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CITY 


AND  COUNTY  OF  LICHFIELD 


amnttat.  ■REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
City  and  County  of  Lichfield 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  work  of  the  public 
health  inspectorate,  during  1971* 

Matters  of  particular  interest  are  noted  in  the  appropriate  parts  o 
the  report. 


The  future  environmental  health  responsibilities  and  duties  of  local 
+h  ities  have  been  in  the  balance  with  the  proposed  simultaneous  - 
authorities,  ernment  and  the  national  health  service.  Proposals 

forT split  of  environmental  health  functions,  between  authorities,  have 

«ES55S3iSH3§SggSg  - 

sides,  will  agree  they  have  carried  out  exceedingly  well  m  the  past 


facets,  will  continue. 


The  recent  publication  of  the  Bains  Committee  "Management  and  structure 
of  New  Local  Authorities",  commends  the  retention  of  an  environmental  health 
department  in  the  new  districts,  with  a  chief  officer  as  a  member  of  a  cor- 
porate  team. 


I  would  express  my  thanks  for  the  support  received  from  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  the  Council.  The  staff  of  this  deparomen 
are  particularly  thanked  for  their  support,  and  officers  of  other  departments 

for  their  ready  assistance. 


J.T.  THOMPSON, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.- 


Public  Health  Department, 
Wade  Street, 

September,  1972. 


(16)  ' 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


CONSUMER  PROTECTION 
Food  Complaints 

59  complaint g  were  received  during  the  year,  compared  with  46  in  1970  and 
52  in  the  previous  year.  Investigation  involved  some  102  visits. 

Although  of  varying  degrees  of  seriousness,  very  few  of  the  complaints 
investigated  were  unjustified  or  frivolous.  In  17  cases,  legal  proceedings 
were  instituted.  14  cases  were  successful;  2  cases  were  dismissed  on  pro¬ 
cedural  grounds  and  another  case  was  withdrawn  because  the  complainant,  who 
is  believed  to  have  left  the  country,  was  untraceable. 

Fines  and  costs  amounting  to  £428  were  imposed. 

(a)  Foreign  matter 

23  of  the  complaints  related  to  foreign  matter  in  food.  The  origin 
of  this  foreign  matter  can  probably  be  associated  with  the  following  sources 


( 1 )  Some  naturally  occurring  substance,  which 
is  not  acceptable  in  food  when  sold 

Complaints  of  this  type  received,  included 

(i)  a  parasitic  worm  in  smoked  haddock,  and 
(ii)  a  large  lump  of  fish  skin  in  a  fish  finger. 

(2)  Extraneous  matter  gathered  or  collected  with  the  food. 

Such  complaints  included 

(i)  Sphagnum  moss  and  chalk,  in  a  can  of  mushroom  soup,  and 
(ii)  a  hook  in  fish. 


(3)  Extraneous  matter  introduced  during  storage, 

preparation  or  manufacturing  processes,  of  food. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  in  this  category.  They  included 


A  safety  pin  in  a 
sliced  loafof  bread 


Legal  proceedings  under  -  £25  fine 

section  2  (not  of  the  £10  costs, 

quality) 


packet  of  "health"  flour 
A  fly  in  a  meal 


A  mouse  carcase  in  a 


Legal  proceedings 
s.2  (quality) 


£50  fine 
£10  costs. 


Legal  proceedings 
s.2  (quality) 


Case  dismissed. 


Vinegar  flies  in  Australian  peaches  (2). 

A  bristle  in  a  sausage  roll. 

A  cigarette  end  in  a  loaf  of  bread.  Warning  given  to  bakers. 
A  needle  in  a  can  of  soup. 

A  blow-fly  in  a  meat  pie.  Warning  given  to  manufacturers. 
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(4)  Packing  in  unsuitable  or  unclean  containers 

7  complaints  of  this  type  were  received,  four  related  to  milk  bottles. 


-  Legal  proceedings 
s.2  (quality) 

-  Legal  proceedings 
Regulation  27  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations 

Legal  proceedings 
s.2  (quality) 


-  £25  fine  and 
£19  costs. 

£20  fine  and 
£5  costs. 


£20  fine  and 
£15  costs. 


Fruit  fly  larva  found 
in  a  milk  bottle 

Mould  growth  adherent 
to  the  inside  of  a 
milk  bottle 

An  American  Soda  bottle 
contained  an  accumul¬ 
ation  of  miscellaneous 
dirt 

Foreign  matter  in  a  beer 
bottle. 

It  is  notable  that  complaints  regarding  dirty  beer  and  similar  bottles, 

are,  compared  with  milk  and  other  bottle  complaints,  comparat  b^tleHrevents 
doubt  in  part  related  to  the  fact  that  the  dark  glass  of  the  bottles  prevents 

detection  of  improper  cleansing  procedures. 


(b) 


4ouldy  Food 

12  complaints  related  to  mould  in  food.  Foods  affected  included:- 


Pre-packed  bread  rolls 


-  Legal  proceedings 

D  (  «n«l  n  fir  1 


-  £20  fine  and 

••'I  A  n 


Vacuum-packed  cheese 
(5  complaints) 


-  Legal  proceedings 
s.2  (quality)  in 
two  cases 


-  £10  fine  and 
£10  costs;  and 
£20  fine  and 
£15  costs. 


Puff  Pastry 


A  carton  of  cottage 
cheese. 

A  can  of  baby  food 


-  Legal  proceedings 
s.2  (quality) 

-  Legal  proceedings 
s.2  (quality) 

-  Legal  proceedings 
s.2  (quality) 


-  £25  fine  and 
£10  costs. 

-  £15  fine  and 
£10  costs. 

-  Case  dismissed. 


Bread  (2  complaints) 

Jars  of  jam  (2  complaints) 

In  another  case,  6  packets  of 
delivered  to  a  local  retailer 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


vacuum- packed  cheese  were  seized  when 
and  subsequently  condemned  by  a 


The  incidence  of  complaints  regarding  pack  failure,  or  damage,  of  pre -packed 
Cheese!  causes  concern  particularly  since,  not  infrequently,  the  cheese  xs  found 
®  ®  thp  life  warranted  by  the  manufacturer.  Pack  failure,  in  the 

is  regarded  by  some  packers  as  normal,  the  retailer  being  relied  upot 
ToTem^e  tfectl^cks  from  display.  This  does  not,  of  course,  protect  the 
consumer  when  non-transparent  wrappers  are  used,  which  obscure  any  deleterious 
changes  which  have  taken  place,  until  the  packet  is  opened. 
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(c)  Unfit  or  poor  quality  food 

In  this  group  24  complaints  were  received,  relating  to  a  wide  variety  of 
food,  including :- 


Decomposed  spaghetti 
rings  -  defective  can 
manufacture 


-  Legal  proceedings  under 
section  8 


-  Guilty  plea. 

12  months’  con¬ 
ditional  discharge 
£l8  costs. 


Two  packets  of  rancid  -  Legal  proceedings 
butter  -  poor  stock  s.  2  (quality) 

rotation 

Decomposed  cheese  spread-  Legal  proceedings 

s.2  (quality) 

Powdered  milk  sold  as  -  Legal  proceedings 
fresh  s»  3>2  (4) 


Maggots  in  wrapped 
cheese  -  wrapped  in 
retail  shop 


-  Legal  proceedings 
invoked  but  case  with¬ 
drawn  as  complainant 
had  left  the  City. 


-  £25  fine  and 
£10  costs. 


-  £20  fine  and 
£10  costs. 

-  £5  fine  and 
£13  costs. 


Mouldy  canned  baby  food  —  Legal  proceedings. 
—  knife  damage  to  tin,  Case  dismissed, 
probably  during  opening 
of  cardboard  box. 


Bruised  and  arthritic  -  Warning  given  to  packers, 
chicken 

Sour  crumpets  -  poor  -  Warning  given, 
stock  rotation  and 
improper  storage 

Out  of  code  yoghourt  (2), 
one  with  non-characteristic 
fermentation. 


High  tin  content  in  mandarin 
oranges. 


Cans  of  ’peas'  containing 
only  coloured  liquid  - 
failure  to  fill  can. 


These  complaints  may  be  summarised  as  follows :- 


Nature  of  complaint 

Mouldy  food 

Home  Produce 

12  (10)* 

Imported 

0  Cl) 

Otherwise  unfit  or  of 

(18) 

5  (2) 
4  (1) 

poor  quality 

19 

Foreign  matter  in  food 

19 

(14) 

Totals:  59  (46) 

*  1970  figures  in  brackets. 

50 

(42) 

9  (4) 
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Date  marking  of  food 

Several  complaints  received,  during  the  year,  arose  from  poor  stock  rotation, 
or  distribution  faults,  to  the  extent  that  the  food  was,  when  sold,  beyond  the 
life  recommended  by  the  manufacturer. 

A  survey  was  carried  out,  in  June  1971,  which  revealed  a  substantial  proportion 
of  pre-packed  perishable  food  was  out-of-code.  Details  of  the  survey  are  given 
below,  together  with  some  comments  submitted  to  the  Food  Standards  Committee, 
following  the  City  Council's  resolution  to  recommend  the  implementation  of  open 
date  marking  on  perishable  food. 


CAKES 

Number  of  shops  surveyed  selling  cakes . 15 

Number  of  shops  selling  out-of-code  cakes . 11 

Number  of  shops  using  retailer  codes . 0 


Number  of  days 
over  coded  life 

0 

1 

2 

5 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

15 

14 

18 

22 

25 

148 


Number  of 
individual  items 

54 

21 

55 

10 

7 

5 

1 

7 

11 

5 

1 

4 

4 

1 

4 
1 
1 

5 
1 


TOTAL  178 


Total  number  of  items  inspected  1,401  178  ■  15% 


— 
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YOGHURT,  CREAM,  ETC. 

Number  of  shops  surveyed  selling  yoghurt .  16 

Number  of  shops  selling  out-of-code  yoghurt .  11 

Number  of  shops  using  retailer  codes .  1 


Number  of  days  Number  of 

over  coded  life  individual  items 


0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

6 

8 

10 

15 

TOTAL 


5 

29 

1 

2 

2 

3 

6 
2 
2 

4 

5S 


Total  number  of  items  inspected  370.  56  =  15# 

In  the  case  of  meat  products,  difficulties  in  reading  codes  without  destroying 
wrappers,  of  obtaining  details  of  secret  codes  used  by  manufacturers  and  obvious 
discrepancies  in  the  information  obtained,  prevented  accurate  analysis  of  the  life 
of  the  meat  products  on  sale. 

This  survey  has  confirmed  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  which  was 
frequently  found  during  the  investigation  of  individual  complaints  regarding 
unfit  and  mouldy  food.  There  are  a  number  of  reasons  why  it  was  hoped  that  a 
considerably  better  state  of  affairs  would  have  been  found. 

(1)  The  City  Council  has  supplied  to  all  local  retailers,  copies  of 
recommendations  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors,  made  in  conjunction 
with  the  Sausage  and  Meat  Pie  Manufacturers  Association,  which  emphasises  good 
practice  in  relation  to  the  handling  of  these  products,  and  advises  the  use  of 
retailer  coding. 

(2)  The  City  Council  deals  vigorously  with  all  food  complaints  which  are 
received,  and  in  its  discretion  implements  legal  proceedings  when  considered 
necessary. 

The  presence  of  the  press  at  meetings  of  the  Council's  Health  Committee 
ensures  that  considerable  local  publicity  is  given  to  food  complaints,  particularly 
when  mouldy  and  unfit  food  is  involved,  whether  or  not  legal  proceedings  are 
instituted. 

(3)  As  recently  as  March  this  year,  a  letter  was  sent  to  every  food  retailer 
in  the  City,  drawing  attention  to  the  need  to  implement  retail  coding  systems  and 
to  check  that  products  received  from  their  suppliers  were  in  code  and  fresh  at  the 
time  of  receipt.  It  is  significant  that,  despite  all  these  efforts,  only  one 
supermarket  was  noted,  during  the  survey,  to  be  coding  perishable  goods.  This  is 
a  company  which  has  recently  been  prosecuted  for  the  sale  of  mouldy  yoghurt. 
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Reasons  for  the  present  unsatisfactory  circumstances. 

There  are  a  number  of  reasons  why  out-of-code  food  is  being  offered  m 
substantial  quantities,  for  sale. 


These  include :- 


(1)  The  failure  of  many  retailers  to  adopt  systematic  stock  rotation  procedures, 
Only  a  email  percentage  of  retailers  code  food  products  themselves.  Most  consider 
that  the  time  and  effort  involved  is  not  worth  while. 

(2)  There  appears  to  be  an  undue  reliance  upon  delivery  roundsmen,  to  check 
and  rotate  food  displays.  While  it  is  accepted  that  many  large  multiple  super¬ 
market  stores  have  proper  shelf  merchandising  agreements,  under  which  the  suppli 
accepts  full  responsibility  for  the  condition  of  all  food  Splays  by  him,  often 
retailers  rely  to  a  large  extent  upon  the  delivery  roundsmen,  although,  m  fact, 
no  official  shelf  merchandising  or  sale-or-return  system  is  operated.  From  e 
investigation  of  a  number  of  food  complaints,  it  appears  that  the  sale-or-return 
system  is  frequently  extended  on  an  informal  basis  by  roundsmen.  In  many  cases 
when  approached,  a  company  will  deny  that  it  is  their  policy  to  provide  such  a 
service,  although  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  establish  whether  the  arrange¬ 
ments  are  with  or  without  the  knowledge  or  acquiescence  of  the  employing  company. 

(3)  The  delivery  of  short  life,  or  out-of-code,  products,  features  in  many 
complaints.  In  a  recent  complaint  received  from  the  retailer  of  a  large  local 
store,  it  was  established  that  yoghurt  had  been  supplied  to  a  retailer  in  alsa  , 
on  a  sale-or-return  basis,  then  delivered  to  the  Lichfield  store  when  it  was  foun 
that  half  the  consignment  was  out-of-code,  and  the  remaining  half  was  on  the  last 
day  of  its  coded  life.  The  retailer  concerned  does  not  normally  check  the  codes 
of  goods  received,  nor  does  he  operate  a  retail, coding  system.  On  this  occasion, 
he  had  checked  the  delivery  because  of  a  complaint  being  investigated  by  this 
department,  regarding  unfit  yoghurt  sold  from  his  store. 

Despite  this  incident  and  advice  to  implement  a  retail  code  system,  the 
retailer  still  does  not  do  so,  and  prefers  to  rely  upon  stock  rotation. 


(4)  There  is  an  assumption  by  food  traders,  fostered,  or  encouraged  by 
delivery  roundsmen,  that  the  codes  on  food  can  be  safely  ignored. 

One  local  retailer  of  dairy  products,  advises  the  department  that  he 
regularly  keeps  cartons  of  yoghurt  at  least  a  week  over  the  manufacturer's 
recommended  life. 


There  is  clearly,  in  the  City  Council's  opinion,  a  need  for  an  improvement 
in  the  retail  and  wholesale  distribution  of  certain  foods.  Advocates  of  the 
present  position,  who  prefer  that  no  change  should  be  made,  suggest  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  relation  to  food  which  is  not  of 
the  quality  demanded,  or  is  unfit  for  human  consumption,  is  sufficient,  ana 
effectively  controls  the  situation.  This,  however,  ignores  the  changing  marke  mg 
techniques,  such  as  shelf  merchandising  which,  in  many  cases,  means  that  the 
retailer  is  not  responsible  for  the  produce  he  supplies. m  his  shop.  In  addition, 
there  is  a  blurring  of  responsibility  wherever  an  official,  or  unofficial,  system 
of  sale-or-return  is  operating.  Against  this  background,  retail  coding  appears 
to  be  both  ineffective  and  a  failure.  The  only  other  reasonable  alternative 
available,  is  open  date  coding. 
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It  is  pleasing  that  the  Food  Standards  Committee,  in  its  report  published  in 
July  1972,  on  Date  Marking  of  Food,  has  accepted  the  need  for  regulation  of  the 
date  marking  of  food,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  legislation  will  be  enacted  for 
the  protection  of  the  consumer. 

Unsound  food  surrendered  or  condemned. 

The  following  food  was  certified  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  during  the 
year.  A  large  proportion  of  the  food  was  fire  damaged,  in  a  store-room  fire,  in 
a  large  supermarket.  86  visits  were  made  for  the  surrender  of  food. 


Tons.  Cwts.  lbs. 


Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

2 

3 

26f 

Canned  meats 

- 

— 

Other  canned  foods 

1 

6 

Fish  (fresh) 

- 

— 

- 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  (fresh) 

- 

- 

Frozen  foods  due  to  cabinet  breakdown 

4 

2 

Other  foods 

14 

7 

14} 

Total: 

22. 

0. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1970 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY 

VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS,  196& ~ 


The  principal  food  premises  in  the  City  are:- 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  23 

Hotels  6 

Public  Houses  28 

Fried  Fish  Shops  2 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Shops  14 

Clubs,  Canteens  and 

School  Kitchens  37 

Meat  Shops  14 

Fresh  Fish  Shops  2 
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The  1970  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st.  March,  197?- ,  effecting 
a  number  of  changes  summarised  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report.  .Notwithstanding 
the  importance  of  statutory  provision,  the  most  significant  improvements  in 
food  hygiene  can  be  effected  by  regular  visits  and  inspection,  thus  providing 
the  opportunity  for  advice,  education  and  encouragement,  essential  to  the 
stimulation  of  high  standards  of  food  storage,  handling  and  distribution. 

Visits  made,  during  the  year,  for  food  hygiene  purposes,  totalled  355- 
They  were:- 


Restaurant  kitchens 

55 

Licensed  premises 

70 

Butchers 

39 

Fish  Shops 

14 

Other  food  premises 

177 

Hi 

In  addition,  48  inspections  of  food  stalls,  and  vehicles,  were  made. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  for  offences  in  connection  with  a 
hot  dog  stall.  The  franchise  agent  and  controlling  company  were  both 
prosecuted.  Fines  of  £5  were  imposed  on  6  offences  by  the  agent,  and  £23 
each  on  2  offences  by  the  company,  together  with  £20  costs. 


Poultry  Processing. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  1/72,  the  following  information  is  supplied. 

There  is  one  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district,  which 
processed  300  turkeys  during  the  year. 

No  significant  condemnation  or  rejection  was  necessary.  Supervision  is 
maintained  in  accordance  with  Circular  22/61;  the  premises  comply  fully  with 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


A  summary  of  statistics  relating  to  action  under  the  Act,  is  given  below: 


(A)  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

. . . 

Number  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  at 
the  end  of  the  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspection 
during  the  year. 

Offices 

13 . 

105 

25 

Retail  Shops 

9 

174 

53 

Wholesale  shops, 
Warehouses 

1 

3 

2 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  Canteens 

3 

44 

10 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

2 

1 

TOTALS 

26 

330 

91 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED 

PREMISES  UNDER  THE  ACT.. 

362 

(B)  ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Section 

Number  of  , 

Contraventions  found 

Section 

Number  of 

Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness 

19 

13 

Sitting  Facilities 

- 

5 

Overcrowding 

- 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

1 

6 

Temperature 

27 

15 

Eating  facilities 

- 

7 

Ventilation 

22 

16 

Floors,  passages  &  stairs 

39 

8 

Lighting 

9 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts 
machinery 

7 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

27 

18 

Protection  of  young 

persons  from  dangerous 
machinery 

- 

10 

Washing  facilities 

23 

19 

Training  of  young  persons 

working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

8 

23 . 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

— 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

- 

24 

First  Aid 

17 

Other  matters 

58 

TOTAL 

257 
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(C)  EXEMPTIONS 


No  exemptions  are  currently  in  force,  for  premises  in  the  City. 

(D)  PROSECUTIONS 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

(E)  REPORTED  ACCIDENTS 

Only  two  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  compared  with  five  last 
year;  both  occurred  in  retail  shop  premises.  No  formal  action  was  justified. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1937  -  1969 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

The  Council’s  current  slum  clearance  programme,  for  the  period  1970  to  1973 1 
includes  approximately  138  houses.  At  the  1st.  August,  1972,  97  of  these  houses 
had  not  been  finally  resolved,  although  action  was  in  hand  on  all  but  21  of  the 
properties. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  during  1971  was  7i  significantly  less 
than  in  1970,  when  45  houses  were  demolished. 

Clearance  procedure  was  initiated  in  respect  of  18  houses  in  five  separate 
*  clearance  areas  during  the  year.  In  Wade  Street,  three  areas  were  declared, 
involving  12  houses.  A  public  inquiry  into  objections  relating  to  three  of  the 
properties,  has  been  held,  and  the  Minister's  decision  is  awaited. 

Two  houses  in  Stowe  Street  were  also  the  subject  of  clearance  area 
declaration,  and  Orders  on  four  houses  in  Rotten  Row  were  confirmed. 

A  pair  of  cottages  on  Iiarehurst  Hill,  were  the  subject  of  an  undertaking, 
under  section  16  of  the  Act,  not  to  re-let.  This  arose  from  unsatisfactory  non- 
mains  water  supply  to  the  premises.  Two  cottages  at  Stychbrook  were  demolished. 

A  demolition  order  was  subsequently  made  on  an  individual  house  in  Queen 
Street,  which  was  the  subject  of  a  statutory  inspection  in  1971.  The  house  has 
since  been  demolished. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  owners  of  a  number  of  properties  which 
are  included  in  the  clearance  programme,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  it 
is  feasible  to  improve  properties,  as  an  alternative  to  clearance.  In  respect 
of  six  properties  in  Church  Street,  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  the  removal  of 
the  properties  from  the  programme,  after  the  owners  agreed  to  carry  out  works  to 
repair  and  improve  the  properties,  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants. 

Discussions  have  continued  with  all  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  houses  in 
Beacon  Street,  31  of  which  are  included  in  the  clearance  programme.  Nine  of  the 
properties  are  regarded  as  fit  for  human  habitation,  but  the  remaining  properties 
are,  in  varying  degrees,  unfit.  To  date,  the  owners  of  three  properties  have 
given  an  undertaking  that  they  will  not  re-let  the  properties,  since  they  v/ish 
to  demolish  them.  The  Council  has  repeatedly  expressed  its  desire  to  conserve 
as  much  of  the  street  scene  as  possible,  though  the  difficulties  in  bringing 
certain  of  the  poorer  properties  up  to  standard,  are  substantial.  Since  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Council  have  agreed,  in  principle,  to  investigate  the  purchas 
and  renovation  of  certain  of  the  properties  in  this  street,  so  as  to  ensure  their 
preservation. 


REPAIR  AND  IMPROVEMENT 


During  the  year,  22  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received  by 
the  City  Council.  A  further  three  applications  for  a  grant  and  a  qualification 
certificate,  and  also  seven  applications  for  qualification  certificates,  were 
received.  One  of  the  standard  grant  applications  v/as  refused. 

The  advantages  of  consultation,  prior  to  applications,  is  stressed, 
since  it  can  ensure  that  difficulties  do  not  arise  and  can,  also,  enable  appli¬ 
cants  to  have  advice  on  the  best  method  of  improvement  of  their  properties, 
so  as  to  secure  the  maximum  grant  assistance  and  highest  standard  of  accommodation 
possible,  within  the  statutory  provisions  relating  to  grants. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  enquiries  and 
applications,  since  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969*  The  only  disappointing 
feature  is  that  a  large  proportion  of  enquiries,  for  information  and  advice, 
do  not  result  in  formal  grant  applications  being  made  and,  in  a  few  cases 
where  applications  are  made,  progress  with  completion  of  the  works  is  slow. 

279  inspections  in  connection  with  improvement  grants,  were  made,  and  48  for 
qualification  certificates. 

Two  qualification  certificate  applications,  received  in  1970,  were 
refused  during  the  year,  on  the  grounds  that  the  premises  were  not  in  a 
satisfactory  state  of  repair,  nor  were  they,  in  all  respects,  fit  for  human 
habitation. 

Four  provisional  certificates  of  approval  were  issued,  in  respect  of 
combined  applications,  and  three  qualification  certificates  were  also  issued. 

No  General  Improvement  Areas  have  been  declared,  although  several  areas 
have  been  considered.  One  potentially  suitable  area  was  surveyed  during  the 
year.  It  comprised  23  houses  in  Gaia  Lane  and  Curborough  Road,  Lichfield. 

The  survey  indicated  that  three  houses  were  unfit,  six  were  in  a  state  of 
,,  disrepair,  and  nine  were  lacking  in  amenities.  In  addition,  several  others 
would  qualify  for  improvement  grants,  although  provided  with  basic  amenities. 
Consultation  with  the  Principal  Regional  Architect  of  the  Department  of  the 
Environment ,  suggested  that  the  declaration  of  a  General  Improvement  Area 
was  inappropriate,  since  no  environmental  improvements  could  be  effected,  and 
it  was  decided  that  emphasis  could  be  placed  upon  encouraging  owners  to  improve 
and  repair,  on  an  informal  basis.  Some  progress  has  been  made,  three  combined 
grant  and  qualification  certificate  applications  having  been  approved,  and 
the  works  are  progressing. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACTS,  1956  -  1968 


Various  action  was  taken  under  the  Acts,  during  the  year. 

Industrial  Pollution 

A  nuisance  from  smut  emissions  (acidic  sooty  agglomerates)  from  a  local 
factory,  was  the  subject  of  numerous  complaints.  The  primary  cause  of  the 
emissions,  was  the  installation  of  an  uninsulated  metal  chimney  stack,  to 
serve  two  large  Economic  boilers.  Condensation  within  the  stack  gave  rise 
to  the  formation  of  smuts  which  were  intermittently  blown  out,  over  a  consider¬ 
able  area,  causing  damage  to  property,  paintwork,  clothing  and  vehicles. 

Various  remedial  works  were  specified,  and  a  statutory  notice  served.  The 
nuisance  was  abated  when  the  factory  was  subsequently  closed. 

Emissions  of  dark  smoke  were  the  subject  of  informal  action  on  a  number 
of  occasions.  In  three  cases  the  burning  of  non-exempted  materials  on  building 
sites,  in  contravention  of  section  1  of  the  1C68  Act,  was  pursued.  Emissions 
from  a  factory  chimney  of  dark  smoke,  from  a  post-1956  installation,  were  dealt 
with,  having  been  the  subject  of  several  complaints.  The  emissions  were  due, 
in  part,  to  the  fact  that  the  management  of  the  factory  believed,  erroneously, 
that  they  were  entitled  to  permitted  periods  of  dark  smoke  which  were,  in  any 
event,  far  in  excess  of  those  prescribed  in  The  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods) 
Regulations  of  1958.  Another  instance  relating  to  dark  smoke  arose  from  the 
burning  of  insulation  from  cable,  for  the  recovery  of  scrap  metal.  This  was 
referred  to  Her  Majesty's  Alkali  Inspector,  in  order  that  the  process  could  be 
registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Alkali  etc.,  Works  Act,  1906. 

Foundry  grit,  dust  and  fume  complaints  were  the  subject  of  further 
investigations,  during  the  year.  In  January  1971,  a  meeting  was  held  between 
members  of  the  Health  Committee,  Officers  and  management  of  a  local  foundry, 
and  subsequently  agreement  was  reached  upon  certain  works  to  ensure  that  the 
cupolas  complied  with  the  Clean  Air  Acts,  with  regard  to  grit  and  dust  emissions 
Two  wet  grit  and  dust  arrestors  were  installed,  at  considerable  expense,  to  the 
cupolas  at  the  foundry,  the  work  being  completed  early  in  1972.  This  has  resul¬ 
ted  in  a  substantial  reduction  in  grit  emissions,  and  has  abated  the  complaints. 
Complaints  of  fume  emissions  still  occur. 

Two  applications  for  approval  of  chimney  heights  were  approved,  during 
the  year,  one  after  alterations  were  required. 

Domestic  Pollution 

During  the  year,  the  Department  of  the  Environment  issued  a  Circular, 

53/71,  regarding  the  availability  of  smokeless  fuel,  for  smoke  control  programmer 
Following  consideration  of  this  circular,  the  City  Council  resolved  to  proceed 
with  a  five-year  smoke  control  programme,  details  of  which  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Department  of  the  Environment  for  approval  in  principle.  Implementation 
of  the  programme  will  bring  significant  reduction  in  smoke  pollution  in  the 
City,  with  all  the  attendant  benefits. 

Garden  bonfires  continue  to  be  the  source  of  annoyance  to  various  residents 
and  a  number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  There  appears  to  be 
a  tendency,  in  certain  cases,  for  householders  to  have  frequent  bonfires 
involving,  in  some  cases,  the  burning  of  domestic  waste  and  paper,  which  would 
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be  better  placed  in  the  dustbins,  and  the  burning  of  certain  garden  refuse, 
which  could  be  composted.  Appropriate  advice  is  given  and  the  leaflet,  published 
by  the  Henry  Doubleday  Research  Association  "Give  up  Smoking  Bonfires",  is 
issued  where  appropriate. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960 
Industrial  and  Commercial  Noise 

Nine  complaints  regarding  industrial  noise,  were  investigated  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960.  These  complaints  related  to 
noise  from  three  industrial  premises.  A  statutory  noise  nuisance  was  confirmed 
in  two  cases,  and  informal  action  at  one  premises  resulted  in  the  nuisance 
being  abated  and,  in  the  other  case,  the  subsequent  closure  of  the  factory 
resolved  the  complaints. 

Only  one  complaint  was  received  regarding  noise  from  road-work  excavations. 
The  complaint  related  to  week-end  noise  nuisance  arising  from  the  laying  of  a 
new  main  pipe  by  a  statutory  undertaker.  Statutory  undertakers  are  exempt, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  ready  co-operation  of  the  company  did, 
however,  result  in  a  number  of  steps  being  taken  to  minimise  the  nuisance,  and 
a  control  of  the  hours  of  work  avoided  disturbance  to  local  residents. 

In  five  other  cases  noted  by  inspectors,  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the 
attention  of  contractors  to  the  need  to  fit  mufflers  to  road  breakers,  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  Act.  This  compares  with  eight  such  actions  in  1970. 

Traffic  Noise 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  single, and  most  predominant,  source  of  noise 
nuisance  in  the  City,  is  traffic  noise. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Road  Research  Laboratory,  RRL  Report  LR357  on 
Traffic  Noise,  it  was  estimated  that  between  19  and  46%  of  the  urban  population 
of  this  cbuntry ,  live  in  roads  with  traffic  flows  producing  noise  levels  likely 
to  be  judged  undesirable  for  residential  areas.  It  was  predicted  that  by  T>0, 
these  exposure  ranges  could  be  increased  from  30  to  6l%.  Continued  growth  at 
the  present  rate,  in  due  course,  could  result  in  over  90%  of  the  urban  population 
being  subjected  to  noise  at  unnacceptably  high  levels. 

The  initiative  was  taken,  during  the  year,  to  arrange  a  survey,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Transportation  Department  of  the  University  of  Birmingham,  to 
ascertain  whether  there  was  any  marked  reduction  in  noise,  Irom  road  traffice, 
following  the  opening  of  the  new  A38  Eastern  Bypass  to  Lichfield.  Kerbside 
readings  were  taken  at  Church  Street,  before  the  bypass  opened,  and  Jurther 
readings,  for  comparative  purposes,  were  taken  after  the  bypass  had  been  in 
use  for  some  time.  These  readings  indicated  a  significant  reduction  in  the 
traffic  noise  levels,  and  a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  heavy  vehicles 
passing  through  the  City  centre  was  noted.  The  L10,  that  is  the  level  of  noise 
which  was  exceeded  for  10%  of  the  time,  showed  a  reduction  of  between  6  and  9 
d.BA's.  A  reduction  of  10  d.BA  corresponds  subjectively,  to  approximately 
half  the  noise.  An  indication  of  the  readings  is  given  on  the  graphs  that 
follow. 
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TRAFFIC  NOISE  SURVEY 


L10  and  L90  LEVELS 

d.BA 


d.BA 


MEDIAN  LEVEL 


Before 

After 


H  12  13  14  15  16  17  18.00  Hours 

TIME 
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The  level  exceeded  for  90%  of  the  time  i.e.  (L  ),  can  Be  thought  of  as 
a  general  background  noise  level,  and  the  10%  (L  ),  aE  the  peak  noises  over 
and  above  the  background  level. 

It  is  possible  to  calculate  a  traffic  noise  index  from  the  formula 
TNI  =  4(L  -  L  )  +  L  -  30,  which  combines  these  levels  in  a  way  which 

gives  more0 emphasis  to "the  peaks  of  noise.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  we 

find  a  steady  background  of  noise,  of  quite  high  levels,  more  tolerable  than 
intermittent  noises.  Thus,  a  reduction  in  the  background  traffic  noise  levels, 
tends  to  emphasise  the  peaks  caused  by  occasional  noisy  vehicles,  which  are 
thus  more  noticeable.  The  traffic  noise  index  is,  of  course,  only  a  rough  and 
ready  indicator  of  psychological  response  to  noise,  and  it  is  probably  best  to 
concentrate  on  the  physical  measurement  of  sound  pressure  levels  in  d.BA's, 
rather  than  to  become  involved  in  the  problems  of  human  response  to  sound. 

The  Wilson  Committee  report  on  Noise,  in  1963,  recommended  that  the 

following  noise  levels  in  living  rooms  and  bedrooms,  should  not  be  exceeded 

for  10%  of  the  time:- 


Situation 

Da,v 

Night 

Country  areas  . 

_  40  d.BA 

30  d.BA 

Suburban  areas  away  from 

main  traffic  routes . 

_  45  d.BA 

35  d.BA 

Busy  urban  areas . . 

_  50  d.BA 

35  d.BA 

Since  traditional  building  construction  affords  a  protection  of  only  some 
15-20  d.BA’s  from  external  noise  sources,  such  as  traffic,  and  the  sound  reduction 
is  rendered  less  effective  by  opening  windows,  it  seems  that  the  occupants  01 
many  houses  situated  close  to  main  roads  in  the  City,  may  be  subjected  to  noise 
levels  in  excess  of  those  recommended  by  the  Wilson  Committee.  High  levels  ol 
noise  can  give  rise  to  obvious  inconvenience  to  the  occupants,  which  includes 
loss  of  sleep,  or  inability  to  sleep;  interferes  with  speech  and  interferes 
with  listening  to  music,  radio,  etc.,  and  also  the  need  to  keep  windows  closed, 
to  exclude  external  noises,  thus  impeding  ventilation  in  the  house. 

Although  traffic  noise  is  not  a  nuisance  peculiar  to  the  City,  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  theStreets  and  Estates  Committee  recently  recommended,  and 
it  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council  in  July  this  year,  that  Orders  are  to  be  made 
for  an  experimental  period,  prohibiting  heavy  vehicles  exceeding  two  tons  unladen 
weight,  from  being  driven,  except  for  access  or  being  parked  at  any  time,  in  the 
northern  environmental  area  of  the  City.  The  exclusion  of  unnecessary  vehicular 
traffic  from  an  urban  area,  will  obviously,  inter  alia,  make  a  positive  contrib¬ 
ution  to  reducing  noise  levels.  It  is  believed  that  the  City  Council  is  the 
first  authority  to  proceed  with  the  making  of  such  Orders. 

Neighbourhood  Noise. 

In  September  1971,  a  report  entitled  ’’Neighbourhood  Noise”,  was  published 
by  a  Working  Group  of  the  Noise  Advisory  Council,  on  the  working  of  the  Noise 
Abatement  Act,  i960. 

The  report  considered  the  operation  and  effectiveness  of  the  Noise 
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Abatement  Act,  and  concluded  that  new  legislation  is  necessary,  to  effect 
various  improvements  in  control,  and  thereby  reduce  neighbourhood  noise. 

The  Committee's  recommendations  included  the  following  matters :- 


Prevention 

That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  local  authority,  under  its 
development  control  powers,  to  take  account  of  noise  implications  of 
proposed  new  developments.  The  Committee  stressed  the  importance  of 
local  planning  authorities,  making  it  a  regular  practice  to  consult 
the  Public  Health  authority,  on  the  noise  implications  of  planning 
applications,  since  it  is  the  Public  Health  authorities  who  are 
responsible  for  enforcement  under  the  Act,  arising  from  any  nuisance 
occurring. 

Enforcement 

The  Committee  rejected  the  suggestion  by  the  Confederation  of  British 
Industries,  that  a  central  inspectorate  for  noise  control  should  be 
set  up.  They  recommended  that  local  authorities  should  retain  enforce¬ 
ment  duties,  in  connection  with  noise. 


A  General  Duty 

The  Committee  considered  it  desirable  that  any  new  legislation,  on 
noise,  should  embody  a  declaration  of  a  general  duty  on  every  citizen, 
to  avoid  imposing  unnecessary  noise  upon  his  neighbours. 

Areas  of  Special  Control 

The  Committee  accepted,  in  principle,  the  proposals  of  the  Association 
of  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  the  establishment  of  areas  of  special 
noise  control,  by  means  of  noise  abatement  areas,  which  would  be  broad! 
analogous  to  smoke  control  areas.  Other  proposals  were  agreed  for 
supplementing  and  improving  the  existing  nuisance  procedures. 

If  these,  and  various  other  recommendations  involving  legislative  change, 
are  adopted  by  the  Government,  then  substantial  progress  will  be  made  in  the 

control  of  noise. 


SUPERVISION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Mains  Water  Supplies 

Ten  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  mains  supply. 

All  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Private  Water  Supplies. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Housing  section  of  this  Report,  an  undertaking  not 
to  re-let,  was  given  during  the  year  in  respect  of  two  cottages  with  a  well 
water  supply.  The  owner  agreed  to  this  action,  and  re-housing  of  the  tenant  oi 
the  one  occupied  cottage,  because  of  the  unsatisfactory  water  supply. 

There  are  now  no  occupied  houses  not  on  a  mains  supply,  in  the  City. 
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Swimming  Baths  -  Public 

During  the  year  26  bacteriological  water  samples  were  taken.  In  addition, 

45  tests  were  carried  out  by  Public  Health  Inspectors,  for  chlorine  and  total 
alkalinity  content  of  water. 

All  the  bacteriological  samples  were  free  from  pathogenic  bacteria  normally 
tested  for  in  routine  laboratory  examination.  Adjustment  of  chlorine  dosage 
has  assured  that  entirely  satisfactory  results  are  now  obtained  from  the  pool, 
water. 

Private  -  School  Pool 

Nine  bacteriological  samples,  and  a  similar  number  of  chlorine  etc.,  tests, 
were  taken  from  an  unheated  open  air  pool,  at  a  private  school.  High  chlorine 
levels  are  maintained,  and  all  the  samples,  except  one,  were  entirely  satisfactory 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  AC?,  1949 

Rodent  control  work  carried  out  under  the  Act,  during  1971,  is  summarised 
in  the  following  table 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

Type  of  Property 

Non-Agri cultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 

the  district. 

7105 

39 

2.  a)  Total  number  of 

properties, (including 

nearby  premises) 

inspected  following 

notification. 

229 

- 

b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

74 

•H 

(ii)  Mice 

25 

— 

3.  a)  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice 

for  reasons  other  than 

notification 

180 

— 

b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rate 

(ii)  Mice  1 

- 

- 

Sewers 

An  infestation  of  rats  in  sewers,  in  the  centre  of  the  City,  was  treated 
early  in  the  year.  In  April  and  May  a  sewer  treatment,  involving  10$  of  all 
the  manholes  in  the  district,  in  accordance  with  the  recommended  Ministry 
procedure,  was  carried  out  using  Warfarin  poison  with  preservative.  The  sewers 
were  found  to  be  substantially  free  from  infestation. 
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Insect  Pest  Control 


This  aspect  of  the  service  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  in  respect  of  the  following 


•i  i 

Bed  bugs  .... 

Fleas . 

Cockroaches. . 

Ants . 

Wasps . 

Flies . 

Silver  Fish.. 

Other  insects 

A  number  of  local  businesses  have  private  contracts  with  specialist 
firms  dealing  with  pest  control,  particularly  in  respect  of  cockroaches. 

The  general  level  of  incidence  of  pests,  of  public  health  significance 
is,  however,  very  low. 


1971 

1970 

1969 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

13 

15 

20 

70 

72 

21 

3 

2 

2 

3 

- 

1 

9 

7 

- 

(34) 


DISTRICT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


APPENDIX 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  during  the  year  1971:- 


GENERAL 

Public  Health  Act  (Nuisances) 

Public  Health  Act  (Dwelling  Houses) 

Storage  of  Refuse 

Drain  Testing 

Choked  Drains 

Other  Drainage  work 

Noise  Abatement 

Petroleum  Regulations 

Sampling  :  Swimming  Baths 

Sampling  :  Water 

HOUSING 

Dwelling  Houses 
Overcrowdin  g 
P.  No.  Measurements 
Rent  Act,  1997 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation 
Improvement  Grants 
Qualification  Certificates 
Caravans 

FOOD 

Milk  Distributors 
Ice-cream  premises 
Food  factories 
Food  vehicles 
School  kitchens 
Restaurant  kitchens 
Licensed  premises 
Butchers 

Wet  and  fried  fish  shops 
Other  food  shops 
Unsound  food 
Food  complaints 
Food  hygiene  swabs 


Number  of  Visits 

103 

31 

43 

10 

83 

37 

81 

127 

72 

20 


142 

3 

1 

1 

22 

279 

48 

25 


1 

2 

1 

48 

2 

55 

70 

39 

14 

173 

86 

102 

44 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Other  Glean  Air  Act  visits  128 

Smoke  observations  9 


(A) 


FACTORIES  ACT 

Factories  (Power) 

Factories  (Non-Power) 
Factories  (Building  Sites) 


Number,  of  visits. 


24 

1 

2 


OFFICES ,  SHOPS  AND 

RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 


O.S.R.  General  Inspection 

n  "  '» 


ii 

it 

it 

it 


ii  n 

ii  ii 

ii  ii 

All  other  visits 


-  Offices 

25 

-  Shops 

53 

-  Wholesale/Warehouse 

2 

-  Catering 

10 

-  Fuel  Store 

1 

271 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Infectious  Diseases  enquiries 
ii  "  contacts 

Visits  re.  specimens 

INSECTS,  PESTS,  RODENTS 

Rats  and  Mice  Control  (Trade) 
ii  ii  ”  ”  (Domestic) 

Insect  Control 
Pigeon  Control 

ANIMALS 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 
Pet  Animals  Acts 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
Rag  flock  Act 
Court  Proceedings 
Shops  Act 
Hackney  Carriages 

Miscellaneous 


28 

8 

11 


12 

16 

17 

4 


1 

2 


5 

2 

5 

4 

18 

88 


(B) 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


APPENDIX 


Particulars  relating  to  enforcement  and  inspections  under  the  Act,  are  set 
out  in  the  prescribed  form,  below:- 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


PREMISES 

Number  on 
Register 

INSPECTIONS 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,2,3»4  &  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

5 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

80 

26 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers* 
premises) 

1 

I 

| 

| 

TOTALS 

85 

27 

4 

.  .   .  .  -  1 

2.  Number  of  cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(s.l) 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (s.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (s.4) 

— 

— 

Ineffective  floor 
drainage  (s.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Conveniences  (s.7) 

a)  Insufficient 

b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

4 

6 

2 

— 

c)  Not  separate 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act. 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

TOTALS 

5 

7 

i 

2 

- 

L £ 1 


OUTWORK 


(Sections  133  and  13*+) 

Nature 

or 

|  Work 

Number  of 
out-workors 
in  August  - 
list  required 

by  sec. 133 
(1)  (c) 

Section. 133 

Section  13*+ 

No.  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of  inst¬ 
ances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

IVosec- 

utions. 

Wearing 
Apparel  - 

;  making  etc. 

1 

— 

- 

